








APPENDIX J

CELL CHURCH AND HOUSE CHURCH CHARACTERISTICS
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APPENDIX K
FISHING PARABLE

It came to pass that a group existed who called themselves fishermen, and lo, there
were many fish in the waters all around them. In fact, the whole area was surrounded
by streams and lakes filled with hungry fish.

Week after week and month after month those who called themselves fishermen met
in meetings and discussed their ‘call’ to fish, the abundance of fish, and how they
may go about fishing. Year after year they carefully defined what fishing means,
defended fishing as an occupation and declared that fishing should always be the
mission-vision statement and primary task of fishermen.

Continually they searched for new and better methods of fishing and for innovative
definitions for fishing. Further, they said, “The fishing industry exists for fishing as
fire exists for burning.” They loved slogans such as,

“Every fisherman is a fisher,” and “A fisherman’s outpost for every fishermen’s
club”. They sponsored special meetings called “Fishermen’s campaigns,” and “The
month for fishermen to fish.” They subsidized global congresses where there were
keynote addresses on the rationale and best practices in fishing. They promoted new
fishing equipment and called for papers to be presented on innovation and new baits
for fishing.

These fishermen built large, beautiful buildings called “fishermen’s headquarters.”
The plea was that everyone should be a fisherman and every fisherman should fish.
One thing they didn’t do, however, was fish!

In addition to meeting regularly, they formed a board to organize and send out
fishermen to other places where there were many fish. All the fishermen agreed that
what was really needed was a supportive board that would challenge fishermen to be
faithful. The board was formed of those who, with great courage and motivation,
could do vision-casting for fishing. They spoke of the need to fish in faraway streams
and lakes where many fish of different colors lived. Furthermore, the board hired
staff and appointed committees and sub-committees to defend fishing and look into
current trends and issues in fishing, but the staff and committee members did not fish.

Large elaborate and expensive training centers were built whose origin and primary
purpose was to teach fishermen how to fish. Over the years specialized courses were
offered on the existential needs and intricate nature of fish, the psychological
reactions of fish, where to find fish, and how to approach and feed fish. Those who
taught had PhDs (doctorates) in fishology and became professors and heads of
fishology in universities. But the teachers did not fish; they only taught fishing. Year
after year, after tedious training, many were graduated and given fishing licenses.
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They were sent to do full time fishing, some to distant and exotic waters that were
filled with fish.

Some spent much time, money and travel to do research on the history of fishing and
see the faraway places where the founding fathers did great fishing in centuries past.
They lauded the faithful fishermen of bygone years who handed down the idea of
fishing.

Further, the fishermen established large printing houses to publish fishing guides.
Presses were kept busy day and night to produce material solely devoted to fishing
methods, equipment and programs to arrange and to encourage meetings to talk about
fishing. A speaker’s bureau was also provided to schedule special speakers on the
subject of fishing.

Many who felt the call to be fishermen responded. They were commissioned and sent
to fish. But like the fishermen back home, they engaged in all kinds of other
occupations. They built power plants to pump water for fish and bought tractors to
plow new waterways. They made all kinds of equipment to travel here and there to
look at fish hatcheries. Some said that they wanted to be a part of a fishing party, but
they felt they were called to furnish fishing equipment. Others felt their job was to
relate to the fish in a good way so that the fish would know the difference between
good and bad fishermen. Still others felt that letting the fish know they were nice
land-loving neighbors was enough.

After one stirring meeting on “The Necessity of Fishing,” one young fellow left the
meeting and went fishing. The next day he reported that he had caught two
outstanding fish. He was immediately honored for his excellent catch and scheduled
to visit all the big meetings possible to tell how he did it. So he quit his fishing in
order to have time to tell about the experience to the other fishermen. He was also
placed on the Fishermen’s General Board of Directors as a person having
considerable practical experience.

Now, it is true that the fishermen sacrificed and put up with all kinds of difficulties.
Some lived near the water and bore the smell of dead fish everyday. They received
the ridicule of some who made fun of their fishermen’s club and the fact that they
claimed to be fishermen and yet never fished. They wondered about those who felt it
was of little use to attend the weekly meetings to talk about fishing. After all, were
they not following the master who said, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of
men”?

Imagine how hurt some were when one day one person suggested that those who

don’t catch fish were really not fishermen, no matter how much they claimed to be.
Yet it did sound correct. Is a person a fisherman if year after year he never catches a
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fish? Is one following if he is not fishing?*

*A version of this story credited to J. Drescher, Pulpit Digest, July-Aug, 1978.
http://chrisgnanakan.wordpress.com/2008/04/03/a-plea-for-fishing-evangelism/ (accessed
February 16, 2008).
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APPENDIX L
SATAN’S MEETING

Satan called a worldwide convention of demons. In his opening address he said, “We
can’t keep Christians from going to church. We can’t keep them from reading their
Bibles and knowing the truth. We can’t even keep them from forming an intimate
relationship with their Savior. Once they gain that connection with Jesus, our power
over them is broken. So let them go to their churches. Let them have their covered
dish dinners, BUT, steal their time so they don’t have time to develop a relationship
with Jesus Christ. This is what I want you to do,” said the devil. “Distract them from
gaining hold of their Savior and maintaining that vital connection throughout their
day!”

“How shall we do that?” his demons shouted.

“Keep them busy in the nonessentials of life and invent innumerable schemes to
occupy their minds,” he answered. “Tempt them to spend, spend, spend and borrow,
borrow, borrow. Persuade the wives to go to work for long hours and the husbands to
work six to seven days each week, 10 to 12 hours a day, so they can afford their
empty lifestyles. Keep them from spending time with their children. As their families
fragment, soon their homes will offer no escape from the pressures of work!

“Overstimulate their minds so that they cannot hear that still, small voice. Entice
them to play the radio or cassette or CD whenever they drive. Keep the TV, VCR,
CD, DVD and their PC going constantly in their home; and see to it that every store
and restaurant in the world plays non-biblical music constantly. This will jam their
minds and break that union with Christ. Fill the coffee tables with magazines and
newspapers. Pound their minds with the news 24 hours a day. Invade their driving
moments with billboards. Flood their mailboxes with junk mail, mail order catalogs,
sweepstakes, guaranteed credit cards and every kind of newsletter and promotion,
offering free products, services and false hopes.

“Keep skinny, beautiful models on the magazines and TV, so husbands will believe
that outward beauty is what’s important and they will become dissatisfied with their
wives. Keep those skinny, beautiful models on the magazines to grab the attention of
their young sons at a very early age. Keep the wives too tired to love their husbands
at night, and the husbands too self-involved to show the wives any love and
appreciation. If they don’t, they will all begin to look elsewhere. That will fragment
their families quickly.

“Give them Santa Claus to distract them from teaching their children the real

meaning of Christmas. Give them an Easter bunny so they won’t talk about Jesus’
resurrection and power over sin and death.
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“Even in their recreation, let them be excessive. Have them return from their
vacations exhausted. Keep them too busy to go out in nature and reflect on God’s
creation. Send them to amusement parks, sporting events, plays, concerts and movies
instead. Keep them busy, busy, busy.

“And when they do meet for spiritual fellowship, involve them in gossip and small
talk so they will leave with troubled consciences. Crowd their lives with so many
good causes they will have no time to seek power from Jesus. Soon they will be
working in their own strength, sacrificing their health and family for the good of the
cause.”

“It will work! It will work!” the demons screamed.
The demons went eagerly to their assignments causing Christians everywhere to get
busier and more rushed, going here and there, having little time for their God or their

families, and having no time to tell others about the power of Jesus to change lives.

I guess the question is, “Has the devil been successful in his schemes?” You be the
judge!!*®

*With a simple Google search, this parable can be found a number of places on
the internet.
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APPENDIX M
SHARED MINISTRY VISION
When one completes Phase One training they are given
www][dot]Starting[dot]SimpleChurchAtHome[dot]com*” which takes them through the

Shared Ministry Vison and launches them into Phase Two training.

*'The [dot] is intentional as it will not allow this address to be as easily identified
in web search engines.
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APPENDIX N
CORE4 RESPONSIBILITIES
See the Simple Church Network Guidelines for the most recent job description.

This is part of Phase Two training.
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APPENDIX O

KEEPING THE “SIMPLE” IN SIMPLE CHURCH FINANCES
Let’s begin with the end in mind. What would we do if there was no money to
spend?
Let’s be creative. How could we figure this out without spending money?
Let’s be honest. Is the money directly going to help people and/or relieve
suffering in their lives?
Let’s invest in people, not assets. We say, Yes to consumable supplies, No to
“asset” and “inventory” items
Let’s keep this simple. There are two donation options: tithe and offerings.
Let’s clarify. Please do not try to “use/abuse” Simple Church to get a tax break
and still control “your” money. Once given, the offering is not yours.
Let’s focus. Our goals - less then 10 percent of our total financial income (tithe
and offerings) goes toward administrative/overhead expenses, more than 90
percent is to be directly invested in people.
Let’s remember, each Simple Church needs to carry the financial responsibility

for their own location.
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APPENDIX P
SABBATH FLOW
The House

Our home is no longer our home. Yes, there are ground rules which are
articulated on the child safety post and one bedroom that is off limits. The rest of our
1,500 square foot home is everyone’s home. See the appendix for pictures.

Midweek, my wife fires up the crock pot to get the beans ready for the traditional
Mexican Hay Stack lunch. Friday afternoon is a family cleaning time. Our three children,
ages ten, eight, and five, all have chores. Keep in mind that over the past eight months we
have drastically simplified our home. We came to the place where we had to realize that
people are more important than our materialistic belongings. People who have accepted
Christ will go to heaven; everything else will burn.

The Day

Simple Church is a missional way of life. We want everyone who visits our home
to observe and appreciate this way of life. We also wanted to redesign Sabbath so that it
was the highlight of our children’s week. For example, we do not have a television in our
home. This is very intentional. Most people who do not have televisions will argue “poor
values.” I argue “appetite training.” No matter how “good” the program, even “Christian”
television trains an appetite that makes it much harder for Sabbath School teachers to
“compete.” This decision is also in line with our goals of simplifying life, re-prioritizing
life, and creating an environment that helps cultivate a deeper walk with God. In other
words, what happens in a home is as important as what does not happen in a home for

setting the stage for Sabbath to be the highlight.
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Breakfast is served 7:30 a.m. This will be one of four meals that will happen on
Sabbath. Children love it.

As a family we watch nature videos on a computer screen at 8:30 a.m. since we
do not have a TV. Another principal, besides training appetite, is who chooses what is
watched and why do we watch? To say it another way, the issue is not the TV screen, the
movie screen, or the computer screen. To say, “stay away from the TV” will repeat what
happened among some Adventists in past years when people were taught, stay out of the
movie theater. That worked well until VCR, DVD, TV’s, and internet became part of
peoples lives. To summarize this sensitive topic, training appetite and teaching principles
must be foundational.

DVD’s like Janice’s Attic and Planet Earth have been longtime favorites. The
goal is to make Sabbath the highlight and a day to spend with family, others, and with
God. Janice’s Attic and Planet Earth would be considered “boring” if television or
Christian television had trained the appetite during the week.*®

At 9:30 am last minute preparations are completed. Seating is arranged in a circle

with extra seating close at hand. In our master bedroom, which is mostly set up for

*In August 1999, the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) issued guidelines
recommending that children under the age of 2 watch no television or screen
entertainment at all. For children over the age of 2 parents need to exert caution, such as
setting limits on TV viewing, helping children develop media literacy skills to question,
analyze, and evaluate TV messages, and taking an active role in their children’s TV
viewing. The AAP also recommends children of all ages should never have a television
in their bedroom due to televisions’s ability to negatively affect early brain development.

Such studies as the one led by pediatric researcher, Dimitri Christakis, MD, MPH,
at the Seattle Children’s Hospital, have revealed that each hour of television watched per
day at ages 1-3 increases the risk of attention problems, such as ADHD, by almost 10
percent at age 7, despite the content of the television programs. Dimitri Christakis,
“Early Television Exposure and Subsequent Attentional Problems in Children,”
Pediatrics, 2004.

189



children’s activities, we actually flip the bed up against the wall to make more space. The
table is set for brunch. The Basic10* are put in place.

At 10:00 a.m. or shortly after, we have a prayer with those who are present,
asking God to bless the food, our time together, and that He would soften peoples’ hearts.

From 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. is mixing and mingling time over brunch. Brunch
is provided by the Host Coordinator and is a reimbursable item, if they choose. Simple
Church models and encourages simple healthy food: toast, natural peanut butter, honey,
non-sugar jams, nuts, fruit, pure juice, etc. We believe that one’s ability to discern
spiritual things is directly connected to the food we eat.

Around 11:00 a.m. begins with Check-In, followed by God Moments. As with
brunch, everyone voluntarily participates in Check-In.

Check-In asks three questions. One of the CORE4 answers first to provide a
model, then Simple Church goes around the circle; children and adults all have a time to
share. The three questions include: (1) What is your first name? (2) What was your week
like? and (3) one of the rotation questions is selected each week: How are you
simplifying your life? How are you re-prioritizing your life? Or, how are you trying to
cultivate a deeper walk with God?

These three accountability questions accomplish their purpose. People voluntarily

share amazing things®® that empower them to connect with God, connect with each other,

*“Oatmeal Can, Connection Card envelopes, Post card invitation cards, Taco
Salad sign-up sheet, extra New Living Translation Bibles, LTG Bookmarks, Group
Agreement, Child Safety Poster (to post), Blessing List, and the Link to online Simple
Church Weekly Report form (This is the Details Coordinator's responsibility to fill out).

**In our group alone, people have emptied “two rooms of clutter.” Two families
have turned off cable TV. One family is getting rid of their TV. Multiple people talk
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and have time to serve our world. “Christ’s method alone will bring true success.”
Mingling takes time, ministering to people takes time so you can know what their needs
are. Sympathizing assumes a relational and time involvement. Winning confidence
requires a long-term investment in people with a no-strings-attached service mindset.
Then we pray and wait for the right time to bid them to take one more step toward Jesus.

Check-In for children uses questions like, “What was the best part of your week?”
And, “How did you help somebody this week?”’

After Check-In, which usually takes thirty minutes, the children go to their
activities which will last from 11:45 to 1:00 p.m.

Check-In is followed by God Moments, which is a time when the adults share a
variety of God experiences. It may be a Bible promise, a prayer request, a song, where
they saw God working, how God used them, answered prayer, etc. This is a time when
we stop and pray for specific shared needs or prayer requests.

Approximately 12:00 noon is when the Kick-Off question is asked, which is
followed by a relational Bible study. I say “ish” because although there is a flow to
Simple Church gatherings, Jesus is the leader, and we try to sense where and how He is
leading us while we gather together.

It is said in some house church literature that the house church exists for the
believers. Gehring references a number of other scholars and gives emphasis with italics:
The Gospel was first proclaimed in the publicly acceptable places. Subsequently,

those who had responded were drawn into house gatherings. Luke never even

suggests that during these private meetings of believers the Gospel message was
preached for the purpose of converting the hearers. On the contrary, for Luke these

about their new priorities of quiet time with Jesus, time with family and time to “waste”
with unchurched friends and neighbors.
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private house meetings were for the benefit of the Christian community alone.’’

This does not mean house churches were not missional. Two hundred pages later
Gehring continues, “Houses served also as missional bases of operation. They provided
the mission with co-laborers for outreach in the city and surrounding area.”*

Kreider and McClung will argue a different perspective when they say,

The two primary focuses of healthy house churches are outreach and discipleship,
rather than fellowship alone. This is because the biblical focus of the Church is
outreach and discipleship. Great fellowship is a healthy by-product of the house
church that consistently reaches out to others — but it cannot be the goal if you want
your house church to fully please God.>

This apparent tension is relieved in Jesus’ prayer found in John 17:4. “I brought
glory to you here on earth by doing everything you told me to do.” Yes, we were created
to bring honor and glory to God. And yes, we do that like Jesus did, by doing the work
He has asked us to do.

Worship is God-focused. He is our audience. We are not the audience, but we
benefit from the fellowship that comes from gathering together and recounting the great
and mighty acts of God we have seen and/or experienced in our lives. This builds up the
body of Christ, and causes unbelievers who are in our midst to take note that we have
been with God.

Sometimes the Kick-Off question goes around the circle and sometimes people

voluntarily answer. This Kick-Off question is designed to lay the groundwork for the

opening of Bibles.

*'Gehring, 15-16.
“Ibid., 227.

»Kreider and McClung, 28.
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Relational Bible study begins with someone reading the Bible story in a modern
translation. Simple Church avoids going around the circle having everyone reading one
or two verses. The Bible story can end up sounding really odd.

Relational Bible study used two groups of questions: (1) Listening & Learning
Questions, sometimes called Dig Questions, and (2) Heart & Healing Questions,
sometimes called Heart Questions. One of the more important things to remember is that
each group of questions is given equal time. Fifty percent of the study time is for
Listening and Learning; fifty percent is for Heart and Healing. Adventist like to spend
most of their time on Learning and will, early on, tend to avoid Heart and Healing
questions.

Simple Church Leader Guides are available online, http://www.BibleStudies
.SimpleChurchAtHome.com

Simple Church closes using a variety of closures taught in the online Growth
Groups training.

About 1:30 p.m. lunch is served. Children and adults come together for prayer,
which is preceded by any announcements, birthday singing, and a reminder to sign up to
bring something for next week’s Mexican Hay Stack and help clean up before leaving for
the day.

By 3:30 p.m. most people have left our home. However, people have stayed at our

home as late as 10:00 p.m.
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APPENDIX Q
CHILDREN IN SIMPLE CHURCH

Keep in mind, approximately seventy-five percent of the children come from
unchurched and broken families, public school, and have been raised in front of a TV.
This all adds up to lots of hard work. The “simple” in Simple Church does not mean it is
an “easy” church. These children are not used to sitting still in a nice and neat row of
chairs and raising their hands when they want to speak. According to Tony and Felicity
Dale, “including kids in a portion of their house-church gatherings is chaotic but worth
it.”** Simple Church resonates with this, and Brenda has said it sometimes feels like,
“organized chaos.” Yet these children love Simple Church, and their parents tell us they
talk about it and look forward to it all week long.

As already noted, children are part of the family. During the five- to six-hour
Simple Church Sabbath experience, children and adults are together approximately
eighty percent (three and one-half hours) of the time. This includes the entire experience:
eating, socializing, activities, God Moments, etc. For twenty percent of the time they are
given the opportunity to relate to one another on their own level (one hour to one and
one-half hours).”

Three items, although there are others, contribute to the children’s love of Simple
Church: (1) food, (2) a trampoline, and (3) knowing that they are deeply loved by the
teachers. This love goes beyond “I love you, but I can’t wait until Sabbath School is

over.” It is a family day where children interact, pray, listen, sing, and share with adults.

**Kreider and McClung, 114.
>bid., 210; Simson, 97; Garrison, 48.

194



Children’s Curriculum

Brenda uses a variety of resources, but Grace Links® forms the foundation. In the
past we tried sending home their weekly papers but have abandoned that for now as we
realized these materials were not being used. For Simple Churches who want to send
home a weekly paper with each child, they must order them using an “individual
subscription” ordering style. This is to say, the Adventist presses are only capable of
sending all standing orders to one Simple Church address which is where the billing
information is sent. So, our work-around has been the “individual subscription.” Janet
Hass, 407 644-4255, handles all the annual subscriptions for Sabbath School materials.

In line with Simple Church’s goals of keeping things simple, all children’s
Sabbath School teacher guides/helps/activities are downloaded directly from Grace
Link’s web page.

Other resources have included (1) Kids Zone, and (2) Truth 4 Youth.

Kids Zone was used to take all the children through the basic Bible teachings of
the Adventist church, but the actual Kids Zone lessons were not handed out. Brenda
creatively and age-appropriately taught each topic by pulling together needed activities
and stories. The week they talked about baptism, all the children were given the
opportunity to prepare for baptism. Those who responded to this invitation were given
the first Kids Zone lesson to complete at home with their parents. Brenda works with
parents, so they take the formal responsibility of helping their children prepare for

baptism, even if the parents are not Christians, in which case Brenda also gives the

“Shttp://www.gracelink.net/
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parent(s) their own copy of Kids Zone.
Brenda is planning to use Truth 4 Youth, both as a base with the children and then
as an evangelistic series for children and by children. This has not yet been completed

but is being compiled.
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APPENDIX R
SIMPLE CHURCH AND GROWTH GROUP LOGOS
www.SimpleChurchAtHome.com, www.GrowthGroups.us,

www.SimpleChurchInfo.com

sim

~

Rluerch

a New Testament house church network

GROWTH GROUPS
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APPENDIX S
RELATIONAL BIBLE STUDY GUIDES
Visit http://www.SimpleChurchAtHome.com then click on the downloads link for

complete guides.
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APPENDIX T

SIMPLE CHURCH STATICAL SUMMARY

JUNE 1, 2008 - MARCH 31, 2009
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APPENDIX U

HOUSE CHURCH WEB PAGES

www.apexchurch.org
www.associationofhomechurches.com
www.churchstartingnetwork.com
www.dcfi.org
www.disciplethenations.org
www.easumbandy.com
www.hccentral.com
www.hcna.us
www.house2house.tv
www.house-church.org
www.housechurch.ca
www.housechurch.org
www.housechurchresource.org
www.imb.org/CPM/
www.koinonia.org
www.newchurchlife.com
www.oikosministries.com
WWww.ptmin.org
www.simplechurchathome.com

www.simplechurchinfo.com
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www.simplechurchjournal.com
www.simplychurch.com
www.therockec.us

www.vineyardcentral.com
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